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FORWARD

The Recreational and Ligltommercial Marine Industry is a significant contributor to Regional, State and
National economies. Queensland is at the forefront of the industry in Australia.

This report is thesecondannual report on the size and performance of the industry in Queedsldt
comparesgrowth with other States of Austral@ndtakes an indepth look & the various sectors that make up
this vibrant industry.

As | indicated in my forward to the 2008 repottjd intended that the scope and content of this report will
evolwe and be refinedver time The aim of the report is to provide practical insights into the operation and
development of the industry within this State.

Marine Queensland is the Peak Industry Association for the Marine Industry. It encompasses:

e Marine Bokers;

¢ Manufacturers;

¢ Marina developers and operators;
e Marine Surveyors;

e Charter Boat operators;

¢ Queensland Small Craft Council;
e Retailers and Marine Dealers;

e Boat syndicators;

e Marine educators and Licensors;
¢ Finance and Insurance providers;
¢ Moreton Bay A&cess Alliance;

¢ Recruitment and workforce development providers.

In the 2008 Marine Queensland Strategic Plan we sougBtgioal a humber of major shifts in emphasis
which will facilitate the achievement of the following visions for the Queensland Leisdar@e Industry.
These include:

¢ Enhanced awareness of the economic, social and environmental significance of the leisure marine
industry across all levels of government;

¢ Demand driven product and infrastructure development and investment attraction;

e Taking on an increasing leadership role in galvanisingithé R dzanflubi@eagross the State.

Marine Queensland welcomes any feedback you may have on this repitstfoture research priorities. A fax
back sheet has been included in the report foisthurpose.

| commend the 208 Annual Reporto you.

Barry Jenking President
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QUEEISLAND RECREATIONKIARINE INDUSTRY:
DECEMBER)(9

DEMOGRAPHY

POPULATION DISTRIBDN

on 31" June2009, ! dza Ndstimatedgbaulation was 28 million, an increase 02.1% over the prior year

the fastest growth rate for fortyearsh ¥ G KI G X v dzSSy aft | 4o an iderdakkziof BficA 2y o6 a
for the year the second fastest rate of growth behind Western Austradip) At that time, Queendl Yy R Q &
population was20.2% of the National population anQueensland was ththird largeststate behind NSW7.1

million; 32.%%) and Victoriag.4 million; 24.8%)ABS 2009)

INDUSTRWBTRUCTURE

INDUSTRY SIAND PERFORMANCE

The Financial Year 2008n ndp &l ¢ GKS AYyRdzaGNEB O2y(iNI} OG Ay vdzsSSyatl!
periodthat saw 30.8% oMarine Industrybusinesses reducgtaff or expect to reduce stafnd nedian annual

revenue per business decline by 33.3% from $1.5 million in-2008 to $1.0 million in 2068009 (Blackman

and Hurd 2009)

The impact in other regional areas of the State appears to have had a direct relationship to the robustness of
the regional centre. For example, regional cenfreshich theeconomy is reliant on one or two sectossich

as tourism and constructighave been impacted to a greater degree than regional economies with a diverse
industry and commerce bas&he implication of this in terms of speed of recovery from the impact of the
global financial crisis is also expetto have a direct relationship to the health of regional economies.

The financial crisis and its impact on the industry, particularly in regional centres of the Gtates with it
important messages to Governments on the importance of regional ecandevelopment measures that
encouragemore broadlybased regional economies. The Marine Industry is a key industry in this regard due to
its reach into variougconomicsectors such asnanufacturing, tourism, retail, services and fisheries.

Specific issues that will require assistance measures to ensure Yh&k dzorgdidky Oevelopment, particularly
ini KS {réglonaXentres include:

* Workforce development initiativeg aimed specifically at addressing skill and labour shortages;

e Infrastructure to support industry cluster development. The investment in infrastructure is expected
to come bothfrom the private and public sectors. Key to attracting appropriate private sector
investment will be efficient and effective development appropalcesses;

¢ Initiatives that aim to foster cross industry collaborati@uch as linkages into regional tourism and
fisheries management initiatives.
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GROWTH IN VESSEL FHBATIONS ACROSSRARALIA

AsFigurela K2 4> YR RSaLIAGS (GKS AyRdzAaGNEQa | LI NBy G
key markets, the number of recreational vessel registrations in Australia continued to climb in 2009, tedbeit a
slower rate.On 30" June 200, there were an estimated799.2 thousand registeredrecreational marine
vessels in Australiand, asnot all boats require registration, thital numberof vesselsnay be much higher.

m Jun08

= Jun09

Qld NSW Vic WA SA Tas

Figurel: Registered recreational marine vessel registrations in Australia by state from 2004 t8.200

The average rate of annual growth in vessel registrations 3w4% Australiavide™ and only SA appeared to
reduce the number of vessel registratiortsighest annal growth occurred in WA (@% linear regression
estimaté and Tasmania4.9%)(Fitzgerald and Finch 2009)

The continued growth of vessel registrations nationglys tribute to the importance that recreational
boating plays in the lives of many in the community. It is evident,thatwithstanding the increased
pressures those household budgets have encountered as a result of the global financial crisis, thentpmm
has not abandoned recreational boatiagd supportsthe view thatthere are many social benefitghich flow
from recreational marine based activities.

! Linear regression trend estimateseve used to estimate the number of registrations in Victoria and WA in
June 2009.
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GROWTH IN VESSEL FHEBATIONISI QUEENSLAND

Queensland Transport recoed 228,869 registeredrecreational marine vessels in Queenslaom 30" June
2009; an increase 0oR.7% overthe prior year but significantly below the five year trend average of 4.4%
(Figure?2). Figuresb to 10 show thenumber of registrationsby vessel classificaticemd polynomial trend<or
each clasfrom October 20080 September 209.
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Figure2: Polynomial tend of total vessel registratioafrom June 2004 to June 200
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Figure3: Twelve nonth trend ? of total number ofregistered Figure4: Twelve nonth trend of number ofregistered vessels
recreationalvesselsn Queensland with sailsin Queensland

% Polynomial trend estimates were used for Figures
5 to 10.
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Figure5: Twelve monthtrend of number ofregistered vessels
without sailsin Queensland
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Figure 6: Twelve monthtrend of total number of registered
motorboats in Queensland

VESSEL SIZE

R2=0.9797
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Figure 7: Twelve monthtrend of total number of registered
speedboats in Queensland
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Figure 8: Twelve monthtrend of total number of registered
t2/Qa Ay vdSSyatl yR

The median size for registered recreational vessels in Queensland in SeptemBevaZ0id the range of 4.1 to
4.5 metres AsFigure9 indicatesand consistent with data reported in 20082.5% of registered vessels were
up to 4.5 metres and 37.5% were more than 4.5 metre length The most common size for registered
recreational vessels ithe Statewas within the range of 3.01 metres to 4.0 metres (36% of all registered
vessels). Least common were vessels up to 3.0 metres in |€Ag@¥ of all registered vesseld)owever,
ninety-five percent ofregisteredvesselsn Queenslandvere eight meters or less in length.
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Figure9: Proportion of registered recreational vessels in Queensland in Septembe®®§0sessel length.
GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBINTOF VESSEL REGATBNS

Of the total registeredecreational marine vesseis Australia on 38 June 209, 28.6%had beerregistered in
Queensland, 2B8% in NSW, 21.4% in Victoria, @%. in WA, 1% in SA and 8% inTasmaia.’ In September
2009, fifty percentof recreational boat registrations in Queensland were located (i K Ssouthiedstérs Q a
cornerin an area borderedy the Sunshine Coast, Ipswich and the Gold Coast.

Other centres of significancgithin Queenslandncluded MackayH.3% of allregistrations), Townsvillé&(1%),

Cairns 4.6%) Fraser Coast (4.1%), Bundaberg (3.7%), Rockhampton (3.5%), Gladstone (3.0%) and the
Whitsunday region (2.3%)Approximately eighty percent of a2 ¥ v dzS S ye&reatiofidk Qessel
registrations occurredvithin that area.Except for vessels with sails, Gold Coast &itytinued to havethe

most registrations overall and in each class.

3 Using data from 2002008, linear regression was used to calculate an estimate of vessel registrations for
2009in Victoria and WA.
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